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1- Does your country have informal housing?  If so how do you define it? 
Lack of access to basic services (drinking water and/or sanitation, not to mention energy, 
waste recollection, and transportation), low structural quality of shelters, overcrowding, 
dangerous locations, and insecure tenure are the main characteristics normally included in the 
definitions of so-called informal settlements. 

 
 
 
 

 
Chimalhuacán, Estado de México 
Reference: wordpress. 
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2- What are the challenges that informal housing represent for 
your country? 

 

 

Environmental impact 
 

-Mostly of this 
informal housing is in 
protected áreas. 
-Informal housing 

No security of tenure 
-Many of inhabitants Risk areas 
have no security of 

 
 

Sanitary risks 

does not guarantee 
use of appropriated 
technologies to save 
energy or water. 

tenure vis-à-vis the 
land or dwellings 
they inhabit 

-the housing is often 
situated in 
geographically and 
environmentally 
hazardous Areas. 

 

commonly the 
informal housing is 
built in unsuitable 
areas so these houses 
does not have access 
to basic services. 
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3- What percentage of your housing stock would you consider 

informal housing? 
 

% of housing stock per year 
 
 

formal 
informal 

 
 

33% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

67% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reference: SEDATU and Softec 

300,000 Houses 

600,000 Houses 
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4. How does your country address individuals that do not have access to 
formal housing? 

 
 
 
 

 

Formal 
Workers

FOVISSSTE 

Housing 
necessity 

Access to Financing for 
Housing Solutions 

Program 

Operation 
Rules 

Facilitating 
Access to fomal 

housing 

Informal 
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